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CHAPTER III Court Epics ( Kavya )
The origin of the Kavya literature in Sanskrit can  be traced to very great antiquity although very few specimens of the earliest stage ofKavyas are left to us.    Patanjali in his Mahabbashya refers clearly to the recitations of certain poems and  also to the representation of some plays, Kamsavadha and Bali* band ha being among those referred to.   Panful* the great   grammarian   is  identified   by   tradition with Panini, the author o! a Mahakavya called Patalavijtya or    Jambavatijaya.    The    topic   of   the    poem    is Sri Krishna's conquest over Jambavan in Patala and his marriage with Jambavati, his daughter.   Extracts and citations from the poem are available, though the work, as such, has not yet been discovered.   Tradition also    ascribes to    Vararuchit   the   composer   of  the Vartikas or gloss on Panini's sutras, the authorship of many stray   stanzas   preserved    in   anthologies and of a poem called Ctiarumati. This shows that the Kavya form existed long before the 2nd century B* C», even though  the major works of this class which are now available   belong   to a period   later   than   the  4th or 5th   century A. D.    Asvaghosha   who is held by many as Kalidasa's predecessor calls bis work Buddha-char ita a Mahakavya.    The fact that a Buddhist poet adopted   for the vehicle of his   thought a form   of literature, the origin  of which is undoubtedly due to Hindu culture, makes it necessary to suppose that the form of Mahakavya was sufficiently popular long beforf